PRIMARY & SECONDARY SKIN LESIONS
Primary skin lesions
Macula
· A circumscribed flat area, up to 1.0 cm in diameter, perceptibly different in color from the surrounding tissue

· A small discolored spot on the skin, neither elevated above nor depressed below the skin's surface

Patch

· A flat area differing in color or structure from the surrounding surface and greater than 1.0 cm.  
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Papule
· A circumscribed, solid elevation up to 1 cm in diameter on the skin. 

· The breadth of the lesion exceeds its thickness 

· A papule may be pedunculated, sessile, or filiform
Plaque

· A differentiated area on a body surface (e.g. skin, mucosa, or arterial endothelium)
· A circumscribed, elevated, superficial, and solid area greater than 1.0 cm in diameter
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Nodule
· A node up to 1.0 cm in diameter, solid, with palpable depth
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Vesicle
· A small (<1.0 cm in diameter), circumscribed elevation of the skin containing fluid

· A small sac containing liquid or gas
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Bulla
· A fluid-filled blister greater than 1 cm in diameter appearing as a circumscribed area of separation of the epidermis from the subepidermal structure (subepidermal bulla) or as a circumscribed area of separation of epidermal cells (intraepidermal bulla) caused by the presence of serum, or occasionally by an injected substance
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Pustule
· A circumscribed, superficial elevation of the skin, up to 1.0 cm in diameter, containing purulent material
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Fissure

· A deep furrow, cleft, or slit.
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Wheal
· A circumscribed, evanescent papule or irregular plaque of edema of the skin, appearing as an urticarial lesion, slightly reddened, often changing in size and shape and extending to adjacent areas, and usually accompanied by intense itching; produced by intradermal injection or test, or by exposure to allergenic substances in susceptible persons; also encountered in dermatitis herpetiformis (Darier sign). SYN: hives (2), welt.
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Excoriation
· A scratch mark; a linear break in the skin surface, usually covered with blood or serous crusts
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Secondary skin lesions
Scale 
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· Represents thickened stratum corneum 
Crust 

· Represents dried surface fluid as is found in the vesicular and pustular disorders
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Erosion:

[image: image18.jpg]



Ulcer 

· A lesion through the skin or a mucous membrane resulting from loss of tissue, usually with inflammation
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